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About the Class  
In Discrete Mathematics you will study a wide variety of topics in advanced mathematics. Much of this 
semester will be devoted to areas of discrete math such as formal logic, graph theory, Markov chains, polar 
coordinates, and vectors. We will also further prepare for an introduction to calculus, which will follow this class 
second semester.  
 

Supplies Needed  
 

Calculator 
 You should have a graphing calculator for this class. At the very least, you should arrange to borrow one 

for assignments and tests. If you know what college you will be attending next year, I recommend you 
contact their math department for recommendations before buying a calculator. Otherwise, you may well 
end up buying another one next year.  

 If you know where you are going to college, you may want to check with them for recommendations on 
what calculator to buy.  Otherwise a TI-83 or TI-84 is likely to be most useful.  It is possible to use a TI-84 
phone app, such as Wabbitemu, but that is all you should use your phone for. 

  

Paper & Writing Utensils 
 You should have an endless supply of paper for both notes and assignments. You should also bring at 

least one writing utensil to class with you each day. Especially in the calculus sections, you may find it 
helpful to bring a highlighter or colored pencil with you for notes and assignments. 

  

Your Books 
 We will use different books for this class, which we will mostly keep in the classroom.  Please take good 

care of these books and keep them in the condition they are. 
 In addition to the books, the vast majority of assignments in this class will be on worksheets. 
 

 About Your Grades  
 

Daily Work 
 You will be given frequent assignments. In general these will NOT be formally graded; however, you will 

need to do them to understand what is going on. You will be given time to work on most assignments in 
class--usually with the choice of working individually or in small groups. 

 

Class Participation 
 Approximately 20% of your grade each quarter will be based on class participation--which means how well 

you pay attention and work in class. It is assumed everyone will do well in this.  
 Part of class participation is attendance. As a senior, there may be many conflicts that will compete for your 

time. You are expected to attend class regularly. If there is a reason you must be absent, it will be your 
responsibility to take care of anything you have missed.  

 
 

http://www.ti.com/calc/


Tests 
 There will be a major test at the end of each chapter or major topic. Many tests may include a short review 

section covering all previous material that semester. Before each test the class will be given a list of topics 
to review. In general, EVEN IF YOU ARE GONE, you will still be expected to take the test as scheduled. 
Tests are generally worth between 25 and 50 points. Partial credit is available on most problems. Your 
grade will be figured as a percentage of a base score (usually the total possible or the highest score), to be 
determined by the teacher. Chapter tests are the single largest part of your grade.  

 

Continuing Assignments & Special Projects 
 It is possible that you may be given long continuing assignments and/or special projects to be done either 

in class or on your own time. Special grading methods will be announced when these are given, but they 
may be worth as much as a test.  

 

Quarter Grades 
 Your quarter grade will be determined by adding your total points and comparing it to the total of the base 

scores (normally the total possible). The school-wide grading scale is A 93%+, B 85%+, C 77%+, D 70%+, 
and F 69%-. That is the scale that will be used in this class. 

 

Semester Tests and Final Grades  
 At the end of each semester you will be given a review test over all you have learned that semester. The 

final semester grade is determined by averaging the first and second quarter grades, together with the final 
test--which is worth between 10% and 20% of your semester grade. Only the final semester grade shows 
on your transcript and determines your grade point average.  

 

Contact Information  
E-mail:  burrowd@bishopgarrigan.org  

Website:  http://www.davidmburrow.com/discrete/  
 

Classroom Rules 
You are here primarily to learn math. I expect every student to behave in a way that allows you and the rest of the class to 
learn. To be specific, you should: 

 Be in your seat and quiet when the bell rings. 

 Show respect during all prayers.  

 Not talk without permission while we are checking papers or while I am talking.  

 Keep things quiet when working in groups.  

 Leave the room only with permission and a pass.  

 Show courtesy and respect for others.  

 Obey the rules of the school.  
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