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Utah, California, & Colorado
2018

This is a trip | éve toyed
|l ve planned different wvariatic
by myself and sometimes with my late sister Margaret. This summer
was the time it would faseresd hopsh
on Amtrakds California Zephyr
Sacramento, Glenwood Springs, and Denverd with time in each to
explorethear ea and make a few side
see would not be the main tourist sights, but | was still looking
forward to the trip immensely.

Sunday, July 29, 2018
Jgona, Jowa to Lincoln,
NMebraska via JMit. Lleasant

I 6m writing this install me|
southern lowa on the train. Today has already been a long day, so d
I dm going to see if | can sum
things.

As | do pretty much every Sunday, | read at church this
mor ning. Todayods was an unus
serenaded by the Cornbelt Chorus barbershop group. They sang
three gospel songs and did a very nice job with them. Unfortunately
it was a bit embarrassing that there were nearly as many people
singing as there were watching. There were fourteen
barbershoppers, plus a photographer, and we had just nineteen in
church this morning. That 6s t|
and | &Gure whyattendance was so bad.

Aside from the music, the most memorable part of the
service was what woul d have be
children had actually been present. The minister chose to present it
to the group asawhole, a nd laéhedid He had broughtina d } .

jigsaw puzzle to make the point that all/l of us are piecaschoolat God

some point in the future.

|
1—

| stopped very briefly at home and then set out in my car right at 11:15am. Ther edés tons of constructi
moment, so | had to choose my route carefully. | ended up sort of making stair-steps down to Des Moines, following highways 18, 17, 3,
and 65, before turning off on old highway 20 near the traidcakit st oj
more construction. Eventually | made it to Interstate 35. There was also some construction on it, but | made it down to Ankeny without

any real problem.

My first stop of the day was at the Shoe Carnival store in Ankeny. | had gotten an e-mail theoretically celebrating my birthday
(which is still months away) that gave me a $15 discount on any purchase. So | bought some nice brown dress shoes that were only $39
to begin with, and | was happy to pay just $25 for them. | 6 | | probably wear them to church as so



My plan was to have a late lunch at Tasty Tacos, a Des Moines institution that serves puffy t acos si mil ar to w
years ago in San Antonio. The Ankeny location appeared to be closed, so | drove on to a second location on Euclid Avenue in northeast
Des Moines. Apparently the entire chain is closed on Sundays (though there was nothing on their website to indicate that), because there
was no one at the Euclid location either.

Highway 163 near Monroe, lowa
| killed about half an hour but never did have lunch. | just made my way back to the freeway and continued southeast from

there. Hi ghway 163 (which the entire route from Des Mogotodsond o B
of the prettiest roads in lowa. | particularly liked that the median and shoulders were full of wildflowers, which made it feel like | was

driving through a nature reserve. There was Qu e ednodcmmmeetionsa dézenc e e
or so flowers | donét know the names of . The t&asonwels There wasdwallofg mu

corn towering above my car and lush hills covered in beans.

My gas tank was nearly empty when | got to Mt. Pl easantHy- (e}
Vee fuel saver points. Unfortunate | v | 6d empti ed out my wal |-\eecardathome. Formnatehhthegastinr i p
Mt. P. was just $2.59 at full price, a dime less than it is in Algona.

After buying gas | drove to the Amtrak station and
parked. | got there right at 4pm, which was about two
hours before the train was due to depart. | spent the time
walking around Mt. Pleasant. The Amtrak station is right
by the old junior high, which now has a second addition
and is almost completely unrecognizable as the school |
went to years ago. Between there and downtown is a
neighborhood of lovely old Victorian homes, most of which
have been beautifully restored.

Downtown Mt. Pleasant is definitely struggling.
(When | was driving into town, it appeared the west side of

town was as welld though there is something in the old The latest addition to the north of Mt. Pleasant Junior High
Blue Bird bus factory now.) There are lots of vacant storefronts, and most of what is occupied is either professional offices or marginal
businesses |like antiqgue shops and tattoo parlors. The tmaimdchd i n g«
going on.
Since | 6d missed out on lunch in the Des Moimed narMea, PlL6d (Ho

either breakfast or lunch at home, so | was getting rather hungry.) Unfortunately the two places that looked most interesting (a pad thai

place and a nice Mexican restaurant) were both closed on Sunday, as was almost everything else downtown. | stopped by Dairy Queen

(which has been remodeled, but is still an impossibly small building and serves only ice cream) and got a blizzard. Then | walked around

some mor e. | wal ked north past theaM&tHodwési cbhproldl §dagonenct:
accessible these days, something that would be partially funded by memorial money from my parents) and then up past lowa Wesleyan

College. | turned onto Winfield Avenue and walked past where our mother6 s ol d friend Joyce wused to |
Broadway toward downtown. Since it was just about the only option, | decided to stop at Subway for dinner. | picked up a six-inch ham

and cheese sandwich, and that will very likely be the cheapest meal | have on this whole trip.

Il 6d called Amtrakés AJulied (the voice mail i nformatiarivingsy st
on time. By the time | got back to the station, though, it was listed as 13 minutes late. It had apparently arrived on time in Burlington, but
for some reason it departed there twenty minutes late.

The Mt. Pl easant station has been nicely restored out stiRje.
andthey 6ve sandbl asted the walls and done work on the brickxentedza i
to the inside. The Mt. Pleasant station | ooks pr et t.yrirgatomihbughy t o



has been cared for much better. The floorinMt.P.i s badly cracked, and every surface in the¢
and theydd set up an oscillating fan that fromdagersofdgsposed t o be whi

Eighteen passengers boarded at Mt. Pleasant today. Several of them had just finished riding RAGBRAI and had bicycles as
their checked luggage. I suppose theydéd probably e afomneastenldavma h a
It did make for an interesting group.

The train arrived about 15 minutes late. A couple waiting next to me said it looked like a short train, but that really wasn 6 t t r u ¢
There were two engines, a baggage car, four sleepers, a diner, a lounge, and three coaches. | boarded the next-to-last coach, and since
my ticket was for the lower level, | just headed straight for the seating area. Unfortunately the whole room was full of single people who
were sitting in double seats. lannoyed a young black man from Chicago by sitting n¢
options. | happened to notice he was ticketed to Ottumwa, and | was hoping | might end up by myself for a while afterthat. So f ar t he
proved to be the case.

The guy | sat next to and his friend who was seated across the aisle were certainly popular people. Their cell phones wouldn6 t
stopd with calls, texts, Snapchat tidbits, etc. When they got actual phone calls, they spoke in a black dialect that was all but impossible
for me to understand. They also seemed to have very little concept of just where Ottumwa wasd which seemed strange, given that it
was their destination.

Before this trip Id downloaded the Laura Ingalls Wilder books to my Kindle, and | spent quite a while this evening reading through
Little House in the Big Woods. | was motivated to buy the Kindle version because the American Library Association was having a hissy
fit about Wilderdés writing, becaus epessohiMdrican-Amposedhy anéshbatsveedan

recall ever reading about a black person in the Little Houseb oo ks (I &1 | b e i n-teadithe sobks ifithete@re ang)eanda s |
her portrayals of I ndians awmanefkeaiea Np, whaddsyooddaepypéctiohl &y co
not supposed to be that. Shebés giving the recoll ecti onomingpffoma pi
that perspective. Atanyrate,readi ng t hrough Wil derds books made a good way to pas
and ités kind of fun to |l ook through them once again.

The best description of the trip so far woul d abad borded, ghougm t f ul
about a dozen people got off), Osceola (by far the busiaedCrestant op
(where about ten people got off and foureagsott @maha. | 6lm sftridnt boyf
visiting their kids in Ft. Collins, Colorado. Theyol Isantkeeormpust t i n
bl ack woman whods going to Grand séaltagfir Graml JuncBiam laral B eodpte.for Omblmae In thi§ s a n
car, | 6m headed the furthest west.

So far the car has been very quiet, and | 6 m h o phedogratthe &antoimi g h
the lower-level seatingroomdoesndt work for some reason. I was afraid that mi
the bathrooms, but so far at |l east idbrobkeannwobdg dEheydbvéebés
announcementson t he P. A. , but that 6s about it. Interestingly, the din
of what they are scheduled for |l 6ve been on trains whledtme sohey
early is definitely a good thing.

I wondét be going to the diner on this train, and with othee po
lounge either. | brought along a bunch of food and drinks with me. My at-seat bag was actually quite heavy when | boarded, b u t I 6 m
hoping that when | get to Salt Lake City, I can st uf f ceiahdsnacking d e |
on bread sticks with cheese dip. That wi | | probably be my | unch tcoisime,butibisilimms wel |

Something thatodés been kind of annoying on this trip is that
reception. S i-fnoo the westeznr Aentiak trams) thawvmeans the phone is pretty much worthless. | was expecting no cell
service in the mountains, but youdéd think the signal s ceotddwdtoget

see Steve earlier this summer, though. | suppose southwest lowa musthave acellprovi der t hat doesndt get al o

They announced night stops shortly after Creston and toly us
whether the latter was Central or Mountain time). We raced across far west lowa and reached Omaha right on time, shortly after 11pm.
| turned off my computer there and attempted to get to bed. | did manage to doze a bit, but was aware when we got to Lincoln around
midnight.

Monday, July 30, 2018
Lincoln, Mebraska to Salt Lake City, WUtah

| 6ve definitely had mor e trtlesatgd hlatk waniag dcross the disle snorédhoudsy allonighe long. ItF i r s
seemed as i f each time | was just about to actually gettogetdairlg| e er
comfortable in my seat around Omaha and did while | was aware of stopping there and at Lincoln and Hastings, | slept more than | was
awake. Unfortunately, at Holdridge (smack dab in the middle of Nebraska) a family boarded that is heading to Glenwood Springs. While
they had tickets to sit upstairs, apparently the top level is entirely full, because they seated them down here until we get to Denver. The
father is seated next to me, his son and daughter are in aisle seats across the aisle, and his wife is about three rows forward. Of course
Ilwas wide awake when they boarded, and | basically havenotprawldde pt



out so he took abouta seatandahalfd and gi ven that | ém far from a smal.]l ptienegbefare my s e
that something | dislike about Amtrak is that there are no center armrests, which does make it easy for people to take more than their
share of space. I wish theydédd have the same sort of arm rests vy

Being awake, | noticed a rainstorm around 4am near McCook, Nebraska and a lovely sunrise as we made our way into Colorado.
My seat faces backwards, so | canét really see the mounthooshyeéet g
already passed. As we neared Fort Morgan it was very foggy, and there were large pools of water near the tracks and on the roads that
l et me know theyodd had a | ot of rain recently. I al s o dersawtraight at |
stretchofhi ghway, and scrap metal and wood were scattered al/l over t
tornado damage when | drove past Pella yesterday, nbut | do wonde

Right now the family is having breakfast in the diner. | took the opportunity to go to the bathroom, clean up, and dress for a new
day. We were about an hour behind schedule at Fort Mo dgelhiservicebut
in eastern Colorado) says we should be making up much of shilngt by
along faster than traffic on the interstate.

I opted not to go to the oiveemprtieccay wheinnge® uibtr@s tmiadied dli mgs i
for pancakes or $13.75 for an omeletted with all the extras priced a la carte on top of that. | did get some coffee and a cinnamon roll in
the | ounge. That alikred ywaso $%. 29,0 dmd |i tbées bluyi ng on this partic
to suffice for lunch and dinner.

Walking to the diner confirmed that this train is entirely full. The entire upstairs of this car is people ticketed to Denver, as is
most of the car in front of that. Thereds a few Gl enwoagd ]| aei ng
for anywhere west of that.

ltds 7:15am Mountain Time now, and ameidare. i nWeDdewer eg |, 0 wehdo utgdh &
area, so hopefully wedl/| be downtown before too | ong.

l¢ 6about 8: 30 now, and wedre sitting on the platform inabenve
nearly half an hour before we could pull into the station because of freight traffic. Denver is a service stop, where they cater the food,
wash the windows, etc. , so they schedule fifty minutes whudmeanbef o
webdl |l stildl be about an hour down) or i f weodl/l pick up a little

We seem to have traded passengers, but are still a very full train. While tons of people did exit at Denver, people have been
trickling on board f or asThdcarmattendansimples dhatehe lbveeelevel wauld poptiaug to be full, and a
number of handicapped people did board. The family did move upstairs, and while | was temporarily next to an obese elderly gentleman
who spoke only in grunts, atthe momentlappear to be by myself again. Wedl |l see i f tI

One thing thatodéds nice about {fihwhichbas alloveed mestd getta bibohwoik done. huplbadeadh e r e

some stuff for the schoolandchur ch websi tes, and | al so read Paul 6s weekly Il ette
take when | get back to Denver is just on the next track, so it should be a fairly easy transfer.

While on the wi-fi, | googled Colorado tornado and found that there was indeed a major tornado near Brush (just north of Fort
Morgan) this morning. T h e fromeplamet, belcaigk a dozem planesavere degtrpyad iream tilport hangar
there. Fortunately we missed the weather itself, but that probably was what slowed us down.

We left Denver right at 9:00, and were heading up into the
mountains now. This part of the rail line is all switchbacks, and most of it is
a single track. Because of that we had to wait for clearance from the
di spatcher to proceed, whi ch means
behind schedule. We paralleled a light rail line much of the way west from
Denver. | really wish we could have followed the light rail tracks, because
they have an exclusive right of way.

The mountains just west of the city are honestly kind of ugly, with
just bare grazing | and. Wedve incr
forest. We just went through the first of twenty-seventunnel s we
through before reaching the Great

the west sl ope. Mof fat Tunnel at
actually lower than a lot of Colorado passes, but considering the railroad
- A ac os datesbackmor e than a century, itds stil
Front Range i west of Denver, Colorado
ltds very hazy out, which the conductor tells us is duedvteo

apparently also had some bad fires in the Colorado mountains. Theonesi n t he Rocki es haven6t threaten
been less newsworthy.

On the way up to the pass we went by what | ooks |ike a crseigtl
filled with r ockseto provideecaywindbecakp Appdrenttly thé wirds on the pass can frequently exceed 100mph.



Fortunately today it e alsoeént past anrehosmous Hamtthat created thegreservoir from which Denver gets
most of its water.

One slightis sue with being in a downstairs seat is that the view i
and ités kind of fun to cr oss ladppen to been thei north kide ofche ailorsthisrtrip gahctif | an, wa't
Il dm going to try to be on the opposite side when | come back. I

| can tell webre at a high elevation. I just got out tene o

reduced air pressure. | remember when | was a kid and the packs that film cartridges came in would do it.

Iltds 11: 00 now, aTumhel,whidhisé.2 milas londh(a@ anMeeh ten kilometers if they chose to go Metric). This
is the one point on the trip where they require people to stay in the car they are in, forbidding them to move betweencars. That 6 s beca
diesel fumes build up inside the tunnel, and opening the doors between cars would send those throughout the train. | can get a few whiffs
of the fumes anyway, and ités definitely best to keep them to a

The woman across the aisle is snoring again. That almost makes sense in the tunnel (which is, of course, pitch black), but she

actually slept through much of the scenic areaaswell. She6s not hing, though, compared to a woma
about what a long, long trip this is. She joinedthet r ai n at Denver, so sheds only been on bo
ldaho, so | assume sheb6s taking the train to Salt Lake h@nextyime Th

she thought s he éullytoakédentoahatbut she bus (Which, caming from Denver, requires a connection in Cheyenne)
actually takes longer and costs more than Amtrak. There is a bus that follows 1-70, but it ends up in Las Vegas rather than Salt Lake
City.

Now we 0pedinWinter Park, the first big ski resort west of Denver, with an elevation of about 8,600 feet. The surrounding
peaks are high enough that | can see a definite tree line. There are a few patches of snow at the top of them, and here at the base it is
only 61 degrees at 11:15am, with a high of 70 expected this afternoon. | wish that was the weather | could expect further west.
Unfortunately Salt Lake City is expecting a high of 99 today, an

ltds ad@®unow2:and wedre headed through the Gore Canyonealya pl
spectacularly beautiful.

West of the canyon is the confusingly named Azur e Vabebheg . |
since nothing else around here is. The mountains themselves are orange, and about all that grows on them is gray-green sagebrush.
ltds quite a bit | e s s Thististapparentlyia \big arda lfioaracreatibnal baatangy nd the conductor warned us of
something thatés become a tradition here. The boaters apipasitent |
goes by. ltds probably a good t (uUpdatg |jusbsaw axgoyt moanimg thehrain, soil careconfirmitd e o
does happen.)

A woman in this car said shed6d |l ove to take this traiud dinmtf a
much to see. Almost all the trees here are conifers. Therear e some aspens, which | think turn ye
color from maple or oak youdd see further east. I nst skeerdbutd thinkf a | |

the snow-covered mountains would be beautiful.

Webve made our way intc
which | remember both from childhood and from a trip
Margaret and | made years ago. You can tell here why the
Colorado River has that name. Whi |l e t her ec¢
trees, the underlying rock that makes up the canyon walls
is deep red, presumably from iron deposits. Colorado
simply means Aredodo in Spani
opposed to the everyday fr
down to the Grand Canyon) are that color.

They started lunch at noon in the diner, and it
sounds |like it will be goi:1
take reservations at lunch, but at 12:10 they announced
they were full to capacity and were starting a waiting list.
They | ater announced it wa
By 1:30pm theyd only gottel
and at 2pm they were paging #15.

One of the red rock canyons of the Colorado River

There was no question but that | 0d entréais$2.50msdithe ehdicemare basgallyian g |
salad or a burger. It does come with chips, but it darn well better at that price . Those who oppose Amtrakos
lose tons of money on food service, and those prices are as high as they are thanks to anti-train Congressmen. Those same
Congressmen are the reason therebds fewer options on the mérydWVli:
elimnated the diner all t o gemgehtlough. TheFssue ds thattthe eobddfis sensed iy tvetetar railroade a |
employees who earn union wages and have a cushy retirement fund instead of the sub-minimum wage waiters you see at standard
restaurants. Mi nd you, | tfa oegdddtingt good liting.t TheeCorgragsrhen, theugls miss the pointi Every
form of transportation gets a subsidy. The rail opponen ttsh onuegvhe. r
only trains theydre against.



|t abgearter to three now, and we just got into Glenwood Springsd s t i | | right at an hour | ate.
it on time to Salt Lake City, but it tends to be ov e ilbeyafteonudnighmi st i
It was at |l east a fairly quick stop at GI| en wo o-drbasgtation angthe routevdnd c¢c h i
also a smoke break for the crew.

We 6 v e p af7@dvérsinceantering the Glenwood Canyon,and! t hi nk wedl | continue to fol
interesting that even on arrow straight sections the speed limit on the interstate is 65mph. On the cantilevered area through the canyon,
ités only 55. The tr ai ne anvoeurnatgaeisn sa b(otuhto usgOhmpthh eo vreari It hr out e i s | ol

about the same as freeway traffic in the flat area approaching Grand Junction.

While there was almost no population at all between Denver and Glenwood Springs, theareawe 6 r e goi ng t hrougt
pretty generally settled. The area between Glenwood Springs and Grand Junction is a broad valley that is irrigated farm country. There
appears to be a lot of truck farming (small fields of vegetable crops), and the area is known for its orchards and vineyards. It actually
looks a lot like California, so it makes sense the crops would be similar. Supposedly they also grow ornamental trees for use in home
i mprovement, talyoud @h el sea&mb ta nBhe lanfl th & bnéoste ffaarrmmesd. ar ound here is hon
drier than it is further east, and without irrigation all that grows is sagebrush.

The town names around here give you a clue to t helsolowssnamed . \
after silver, copper, and even wuranium. | g a t hvehy mottlofetire ¢odrrss wereo t m
founded.

While | was driving yesterday | happened t o (wheh, byihe wag, nwasrthg t o
motivation for choosing the font that the titles for this travelogue are in). Because ofthatse ver al ti mes today the so
is, of course, set on a train) has been going through my head. Glenwood Springs would actually be 1233 miles from Chicago (where the
Zephyr starts), and the distance to Algona would be f &btmlleyl608,1 os e
and Sacramento is mile 2353. The furthest away | 611 be wil |l pr owoalthbeyghttae2500 milesSas thé sorgn V a

says Afrom my homeo.

The conductor just came in to check on the car, and one of the passengers is definitely talking his ear off. The guy is an old
geezer who has apparently been coaching college track for fifty years. He and his wife live in suburbanDenver , and theyor
train across the mountains to Grand Junction to spend t bfés5rand ann
Junction is, but they seem to be enjoying sightseeing on the way. He volunteered his whole life story to the conductor and then had
guestion after question both about the conductordshdd mear hng mpe
age) took it in stride, though he did try several times to cut the guy off. Eventually he got a call on his walkie-talkie. | doubt it was anything
urgent, but it was a convenient excuse for him to get away.

't 6s r i ghtandwe jus arved anGrand Junction, slightly less than an hour late. It appears to be a needlessly long

stop, though, so |1 6m betting wedll (Bdnd fuldeedouthbhebsenexhgtt hew
Tons of people left the train at Grand Junction, but we also picked up a few people and others switched where they were sitting.
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I thought at first there was a AChristmas in Julyo t heaneh, on t
were coming over the intercom. | heard ASilent NightoOo, iAFwastny tt |
the intercom they were coming from, it was my Kindl e. spentGhiistneas t u a l
with my sister at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. I't madeedthénc e beé



though, and somehow the Kindle managed to accidently get set into music mode and was serenading me and the whole car. It was
definitely a bit embarrassing, and of course | shut it off as quickly as | realized what was up.

We changed conductors at Green River, and the new one satd we
I 6 m nlding myhbeeath. He also apologized for the poor condition of the tracks between here and the Utah border (the next twenty
miles). That stood out, because overall this has been a very smoothrided honestly one of the smoothest

webdre on now is indeed a bit bumpy, but 1itds nothing companiséend t o
the flattest | and webdbve been through since Nebraska.

l'tés about 6:30 now,drmantd twreadtraetl Gvak |ad agiondtdo tUhtianhg . This is true
sage has trouble growing. I suppose some would say i tramelysnuchr k1 y
of the land is fenced, so | suppose they mustdosomegr azi ng. I candt imagine how many acres

cattle, though.

Il 6ve filled time on dull stretches | i ke tlLittle Boudeyn the BigWdods ¢his mo r e
morning and am now most of the way through Little House on the Prairie. (They are childrenbés books,
chall enging r eadi n glLit)e Housetordthe Pririeniteashad the dbratians imfits.y There are lots of stories of Indians in
the book, as well as one account of a doctor who happened to be black. The doctor actually saved the |
described in the words of a small child who had never before seen a non-white person.

The stories of the Indians (and of course nobody used the term Native Americans back when Mrs. Wilder wrote her books) are

also told through the eyes of a little girl who is di stlabisccertainlyn g s ¢
not politically correct, but which is how a young Laura would likely have seen them. Different Indians are described as doing positive and
negative things, and she also describes a wide range of ermakesti on

some remarks that are more than a bit racist, but her father wants to be friends with the Indians. At the end of one chapter, Laura herself

makes a fascinating remark. Pa explains that the government is making the Indians move further west to make room for white settlers.
Laura then says to him, ABut PWpnbtthoughket hhse WadbabhndhmatdTepor ht
cuts her off and makes her go to sleep. Thadrds tao smalpe.i siln@ryc er
that 19" Century race relations should be our model today, but we car
might do better to come up with discussion questions that can help kids learn from the book, rather than just boycotting it.

About 7pm we got to Green River, still an hour down. This i
pl aces that you can say saw their besevdaybabHdomgyagopdbdaybodm ho
countryside.

ltds 8:25 now, and webre in Helper, Utah, two stops frbem Sal
pass over the Wasatch Mountains into the Salt Lake basin. The name comes from the fact that in t
ifihel pero engines to the trains so they could make it oveRivetamk pa:

the surrounding mountains are much more attractive.

From here ités about two hours to Provo, at the south eded of
a bit between there and Salt Lake City itself. They schedule over an hour for the trip, but commuter trains making several stops do it in
right at an hour. Right now Amtrakods website has wus ar beright ng i n

We were still an hour late at Provo, and while the last fifty miles seemed like the longest, we really sailed right along. We passed
through endless suburban sprawl that probably looked its best at night. The most memorable feature was the moond a big, nearly full,
pink-colored moon that shone brightly in the east all the way through that stretch.

We got to Salt Lake Central Station at 11:30pm, just twenty-five minutes late. (Apparently something slowed the train down
again after that, though. | just checked, and it was nearly two hours late reaching Elko, Nevada, the next stop west.) | walked the length
of the platform and then past the commuter rail and light rail platforms to get to the street. The hotel | was staying at would be just a block
from the station as the crow flies. Unfortunately that route is fenced off, so | had to go the long way around. When | looked on a map, it
appeared to be a three-block walk. It ended up being even more than that, because they were doing construction on the street beside
the hotel. | was a little bit worried about this hotel, because some who had stayed there described a large number of homeless people

in the neighborhood. The hotel is one of several att enTpaptacetiso ge
literally across the street from a homeless shelter run by Catholic Social Services, and | probably did see a dozen or so bums. They

didndt say a single word to me, though, and made my wagfospneest w
pl aces | 6ve stayed in downtown Chicago. rows

| 6d prepaid for this room, speci fical
Check-in took longer than it probably should have, but eventually | made my way up to the
sixth floor and down the maze of corridors to my room. | should actually say to my suite.
The hotel is the Homewood Suites (a Hilton brand intended for long-term stays), and my

accommodati ons are among the | argest | v
combination kitchen and living room that alone is larger than many hotelro o ms | 6 v e
The bedroom is similarly sized, and there

and spotless. One of my favorite features of the place is that above the beds are paintings
of mountain scenery. It really is a lovely hotel.

Homewood Suites T Salt Lake City ‘



Juesday, July 31, 2018
Salt Lake City Area, Utah

While Id6d have |liked to have slept Il onger, | was wide hoehke
is its shower. ltds one of those frrad snsdurog O0ats haolwier s Itthwe 1jawdr d
those, and | probably used double the water | otherwise would have as | rinsed and rinsed to finally get myself clean.
Breakfast, on the other hand, was oedeantaofipe tind bondydew neloh, pre-madd a d i
cheese omelettes, patties of hashbrowns like fast food places sell, crispy bacon, and a tasty danish. After doing nothing but snacking on
the train, it was truly a feast.
1 611 stop doing tahned fjruesatl dtoi nseoomeu pwdraitteisng at ni ght, when hope
highlight was wal king. | hadndét gotten much exercise on the tra
After breakfast | left my bag at
the hotel desk (and indeed the little bag
© @ et UTA % RAIL did fit inside the big oned with a bit of
o 8 o coaxing). Then | set out for the day.
LEGEND Annoyingly | found that the street by the
0y RO TAXBheLin 0l @ NothDayPairg hotel that was closed last night was
N ol o e, SN open this morning. | made my way to
 LineSiretcar 720 the OIld Greektown light rail station,
0§ toyon s fumbled with their vending machine a
801743380 ROEUT) rdestacon D D © idewa bit, and bought a day pass for the SLC
@ M pemtn transit system. For a place the size of
A . (—— Des Moines, Salt Lake has a
Q Aena  TemplSqure surprisingly large transit system. The
,@“%ﬁgﬁaatﬂmfz . TRAX light rail network was originally
@" o & & @&"% built to shuttle people around when the
& & o, city hosted the 2002 Winter Olympics.
: o A ltds been expanded
e 0”“'/%; then, and today three different lines
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connect large parts of the city and
g suburbs. It was obviously built quickly
and cheaply compared to other
systems, with stations and vehicles that
are mostly utilitarian. It does the job,
though, and the trains seem to run full
all day long.

| first rode the blue line east a
couple stops to City Center station. City
Center is located at a downtown mall
centered on the store that used to be
call ed Zi onds Coo}
Institution, a department store founded
by Brigham Young and run for more
than a century by the LDS Church. In
1999 the church sold the store, and
today the ornate building houses a
Macyb6s. T B enanyn atthet
stores, and overall downtown Salt Lake
City seems fairly
new apartments, and it seems to be
much livelier than the downtown areas
of most midsized cities.

The people in downtown Salt
Lake are also among the best dressed
|l 6ve seen anywhere.
neatly pressed whi't
the sort of thing businessmen wore back
i n t h&and) 6f @aurse, also what
Mormon missionaries wear. The
women are equally formal, and many
people of both sexes wore jacketsd on
a day with highs over 100 predicted.
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LEFT: Macydés in the origin
Mercantile building
RIGHT: Mormon Pioneer Memorial Monument
at the original Latter Day Saints Cemetery
Salt Lake City, Utah
Something else that stood out was that Salt Lake City is a very white city. You do see all ethnic groups here. (The second
largest group would be Hispanic and/or Native American, followed by Polynesians, followed by east Asians, with just a tiny minority of
black people.) Atleastthree-f our t hs of the people are fiAngloso, though, which i
of blacks particularly stood out. Al most all t o tell tre difference,andthe r k e r
construction workers are either white or Polynesian. There are, by the way, quite a lot of Pacific Islanders here. That makes sense,
given that the Latter Day Saints made a big push for missions in Polynesia.

| waked pastt he ZCMI / Macyds building, the impressive Zionbds Bank b
al so snapped the obligatory pictures of the Mormon temple lemd of
plantation and where the LDS President still lives). | then turned east on 15t Street and made my way to a tiny park buried in the plaza of
an apartment complex just east of downtown. The park is primarily a small cemetery, and it happens to be where Brigham Young and

his principal wife are buried, along with about a dozen others of the original Mormon pioneers who came west in handcarts. It 6 s a | ov
little park, but it is really weird to have t he pidentaléothe place. Ghen d e d
main monument is to the composer of the traditional Mo r rhioagically y mn
went to the park on a_whim (I found it inwenttseeearch for free thin

An interesting thing | saw downtown were scooter rental facilities.

These were similar to the bike share stands you see in lots of cities, where
| people slide a credit card to unlock a bike and then return it to another stand.
They have those in Salt Lake, but they also have places where you can rent

scooters, those little platforms with

wheels kids rode around with in

the 0660s. I h e

people would want those, and |

never did see anyone actually

using them. | must have seen half

a dozen lines of scooters available

to rent, though.

Next | took the red line to
the east end of the city. | got off at
Stadium station, which is on the
campus of the University of Utah.
Just east of that station is the
cauldron that housed the flame
when Salt Lake City hosted the
Olympics. My original intent had
been to take a UU campus shuttle 2002 Olympic Cauldron
from there to my next destination, University of Utah

) Rental scooter abandoned mid-block
butl coul dndét figure out where to board the free shuttl #nalyrea8hed i nst
the Natural History Museum of Utah.

While itds a bit of a chore to Jhketbuilding itselftistworth the \ssit. rTeex ¢all iythe®Rioi t e
Tinto Center, since it was donated by the mining compatedgeofthet hat
city, and different levels have outdoor plaza areas where you can look out over both the city and the mountains. The whole thing is
powered by solar energy (a lot of stuff around here seems to be), and the architects designed it to blend in with the landscape as much
as possible. Inside there are five floors of exhibits that cover a broad scope of science. The place is famous for its numerous dinosaur



